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See us on the web at http://www.conghouseofisrael.org 

                           Congregation House of Israel 
         March 2011/Adar 1 & 11, 5771  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
POTLUCK LUNCHEON TO FOLLOW PLAY 
 
Meeting Schedule 

TEMPLE BOARD MEETING   Monday, March 7, 2011                 *5:00 pm 
       Monday, April  4, 2011     5:30 pm 
SISTERHOOD LUNCHEON AND MEETING Monday March 7. 2011     *6:00 pm  
       Monday, April 4, 2011     11:00 am 
* note time change 

 
Jerome Fox  Rabbi  
David Reagler  President 
Elaine Wolken  Treasurer 
Karen Holcomb Secretary 
Carol Kleinman Editor 

The  Shofar 
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Afternoon Tutorials:    
Monday and Wednesday after 1:30 pm March 
2, 7, 9,14,16, 21, 23. [Please notify Rabbi Fox at 
the office, 623-5821, if  your child is unable to 
attend their tutorial.]  
 
Activities schedule: 
Sundays, 6, 13, 20, 27 
Religious School:  9:30 am –12pm (no RS 3/20) 
Choir : 1 – 2:30 pm  
AE Liturgical Hebrew: 2:30-4:00pm 
(no AE class or choir on 3/27) 
 
Wednesdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23 
6-7:30 pm AE Modern Hebrew 
 
Thursdays, March 3, 11, 18, 24 
4:30 Israeli Dancing 
 
Sunday March 13 – 12:30 pm play - An 
Intergalactic Purim performed by the 
Religious School; 
Sunday March 20 – 11 am Adult Megillah 
reading followed by festive pot luck; 
March 20 – 30th – Karen on vacation, office 
closed midweek; 
Sunday – Thursday March 27-31 – Rabbi 
Fox in New Orleans for CCAR convention 
 
 
Schmoozer and Fressers  - Saturday March 19th  
at Mary Watermann’s .  topic: The music of 
Debbie Friedman.  Call 623-9175 for directions. 
 
 
 

 
Be sure to consult our calendar at http://www.conghouseofisrael.org for updates! 
 
 
 
Coming Events: 
Sunday, April 10 – Model wedding during RS 
Sunday April 17 – Model Seder in RS 
Monday April 18 –  5 pm- CHI Congregational Seder 
Sunday May 1 – 5 pm Yom ha Shoah  (Holcoaust memorial) 
   Service at Garvin Gardens 
Sunday May 8 – Mangal 
Sunday May 16 – Jewish Food Festival, Little Rock 
Saturday May 21 –Monday June 6 -  Rabbi on vacation 

Sunday May 22 - 4th Annual Memphis Israel Festival at 
 Shelby Farms in Memphis from 9 am to 5 pm. For 
 more info please visit  www.memphisfoi.org 
Sunday – Tuesday June 26-28  Rabbi at ISJL Education 
Conference in Jackson MS 
 

 
  
 

 
  
 
 

  
 
     March 2011   Services 

Unless otherwise noted, all Friday schedules are as follows: 
    4:15   Torah Study  
    5:15   Oneg 
    6:00   Service 
 
Friday March 4  Shabbat Shekalim/ Mevarekhim 
 A special  Musical Shabbat  as we welcome a special guest song 
leader - Adam Tanenbaum.  Adam is currently serving as the song 
leader for the National Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY) - Mid-Atlantic 
Region.  Adam will lead services for us this night at the special invitation 
by his grandfather, Jerry!  Please join us as we welcome and celebrate the 
talents of this special young man! 
A special Oneg will be held at the regular time of 5:15 preceeding 
services.  * We will be joined by a group from First United Methodist 
Church, so please join us in welcoming Adam and our guests. 
 Bimah honors: Millie Baron, Irv Greenberg 
Friday March 11  Shabbat Vayikra   
   Family Service 
 Bimah honors:  Betty Forshberg, Cynthia Rephan 
    
Saturday March 12    Saturday Morning service 

9:15 Torah study, Service 10:30 am, followed by 
Kiddush luncheon at 12:00 noon  

    
Friday March 18     Shabbat  Zakhor 
  Rabbi’s topic: “A Soul Offering”  
Lindsey Atchley will lead in the liturgy in honor of her bat 
 mitzvah. Bimah honors: Jerry Tanenbaum, John Gillham  
Saturday March 19  Bat Mitzbah of Lindsey Atchley 
    10:30 – 12 noon   
 
Friday March 25 Shabbat Parah 
  D’var Torah and Torah reading 
 Bimah honors:  David D. Reagler, Ross Sedler 
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Rabbi’s Message 
 

 An Intergalactic Purim  
Mi-she nikhas Adar, marbeam 
b’simkhah – “When the month of 
Adar comes, joy increases” 
 
Despite the revolution in Egypt 
and the sluggish economy, we 
need to follow the Tradition’s 

advice and think of happy, crazy, even zany things.  
With this in mind, mark your calendars for Sunday, 
March 13th, when the CHI Religious School and 
choir will present a Purim schpeil loosely based on 
the Star Wars saga.  The star of this space 
extravaganza will be King Jabbasuerus, a giant 

mechanical monster-prop combining the Star Wars 
Jabba-the-Hutt with the Megillah’s King 
Ahasuerus.  Others will be Queen Esther of 
Naboosalem, Mordeo-Kenobi, Darth Hamana, and 
a coterie of intergalactic princesses.  The show is 
scheduled for 12:30 pm and it will be followed by 
a festive luncheon. 
 
The following Sunday, March 20th (actually Purim 
Day) we will have an adult Megillah reading and 
study.  If you’ve never read the gantze Megillah 
(the whole book of Esther) you’ll find that not all 
of it is PG-13!  This will be followed by a pot luck 
Seudah (meal).  The study will begin at 11 am.   
 
So mark your calendars to enjoy Adar. 
 

-- Rabbi Jerome S. Fox

TODAH RABBAH  TO:        
Barney Burris for re-varnishing the Burgauer entrance door; 
Zak, Alitza, and Matthew Cabibi-Wilkin for taking part in the family service; 
Our ISJL Fellow, Claire Solomon for her D’var Torah on Friday night, 2/11, and Torah reading 
on Saturday  2/12. 
  
Thank you all so much for your service to our Temple 
 

 
 

CHI’s own Joanne Reagler recognized at Tikkun Olam Banquet.  
 
The 2011 Campaign Dinner hosted by the Jewish Federation of Arkansas was held February 26th at the Peabody 
Hotel in Little Rock.  The banquet honored Shirley and Sam Strauss, Jr. and presented the prestigious Jane B. 
Mendel Tikkun Olam Awards.   These awards were made possible by a generous donation from the Tenenbaum 
Family Foundation to honor those special people who have given their time and energy for the betterment of 
the Arkansas Jewish Community. 
 
Congregation House of Israel’s winner for this year’s award was Joanne Reagler.  Joanne has served as 
Sisterhood President, and during her time in that office, chaired the Holocaust Committee, which produced a 
Holocaust Remembrance Education program co-sponsored by Garland County Library.  The Congregation 
Sisterhood received the Or Ami award presented by the Women of Reform Judaism.  Joanne currently serves as 
chair of the Membership Committee.   
 
Needless to say, our Congregation is much richer for Joanne’s presence and service to our Temple, and to Jewish 
life in Arkansas.  Mazel Tov, Joanne, on receiving this award. 
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      PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I turned 45 today.   It was a good day.  My kids sang Happy Birthday to me from the top 
of the stairs in their pajamas at 6 am.  I had a nice run through the neighborhood with 
Annie, our pup.   Work went well.   

And tonight I celebrated Shabbat at Temple with my congregational family.  I met some 
of the newest members of Congregation House of Israel, Sam and Linda, and learned how to make wine 
and champagne out of grape juice and figs.   

We lit the Shabbat candles and blessed the wine and bread.  There were children and elderly folks.  Some 
people wore  suits and dresses while others were in jeans.  The Temple was filled with the smell of decaf 
coffee,  Millie and Mick’s Italian Cream Cake, perfume, and Play Dough.  Folks came in from work.  Some 
came from the Village, Benton, Malvern, and Arkadelphia.  People  visited and laughed, and recapped the 
many highlights from the previous night’s “Oy Vey Caberet.” 

Speaking of which, Alfred Lewald and the fundraising committee did a terrific job selling ads to raise 
money for Congregation House of Israel.  And Laura Rosenberg, another member of our congregation, and 
her Hot Springs Music Festival Team outdid themselves.  They put on  a world-class event that was funny 
and emotional and entertaining and beautiful.  If you went to the event, get out your pen and paper or 
computer and write them a note of Thanks.  They deserve it. 

Tonight’s Oneg and services, were joyous and wonderful.  It was clear that all took great pride in our 
Jewish community.  Shelly Kleinman and I were honored to sit on the Bima with Rabbi Jerry Fox.  From 
my seat, I could only see the left side of the Synagogue and counted 26 people.  I figure there were at least 
a dozen or more on the right side.    

If you haven’t come to Temple lately, please do so.  If you don’t have a ride, give me a call.  If you’ve 
forgotten how good it feels to participate in traditions thousands of years old, come to Temple.  If you’ve 
forgotten how much fun it is to visit with your friends and meet new members of our community, come to 
Temple.  If you’ve forgotten how the pressures and pains and difficulties of life can wash off of your back, 
come to Temple. 

We look forward to giving you a hug and kiss and saying the Shema together. 

Thanks for a wonderful birthday. 

David 

 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

 
SISTERHOOD NEWS UPDATE 

 
What a long month this has been. All of this ice and 
snow definitely put everything on hold for the month. 
But, now that the sun is back out and the temperature is 
balmy, we have rescheduled events and look forward to 
Spring. 
 
Our much anticipated Valentines Luncheon for the 
residents of Levi Towers was postponed because of the 
snow and very cold weather. We have rescheduled for 

April 5th at 11AM with the same welcome guests and 
much anticipated entertainment. Hope to see everyone 
there. 
 
At our March meeting, we will be welcoming spouses 
and significant others for our annual evening meeting. 
Our hostesses will be Millie Baron, Sharon Waxler, 
Elaine Wolken and Kathy Klein. This is such a great 
opportunity to visit with your friends at CHI and to 
make new friends among our members.  Remember 
those very wise words “a friend is just someone you 
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haven’t met yet.’ So, please plan on joining us in 
Burgauer Hall on Monday, March 7th at 6PM. 
 
JoCarroll Lewald is so excited to be organizing a study 
group based on “Torah, A Women’s Commentary.” 
This will be a self led group with members taking turns 
leading the discussions. While we will be using the 
study guide that is available through the WRJ website, 
it will be an informal, relaxing group where everyone is 
encouraged to participate. Please email JoCarroll at 
jocarrolll@hotmail.com and let her know what time 
would work best for you. 
 
Look forward to seeing everyone at our March meeting 
– March 7th at 6PM. Dinner should be great and we’ll 

all get the opportunity introduce ourselves to our new 
friends. 
 
Carol Kleinman 
CHI Sisterhood President 
 
 Come See What You Can Do For Sisterhood, Come See What Sisterhood Can Do For You!  Next Meeting --  Monday, March 7 – 6PM 
Spouses/Guests Invited  Hope to see YOU there! 

         

  
Religious School Update from Bridget Cabibi-Wilkin              http://sites.google.com/site/chireligiousschool/ 
Did you enjoy the snow?  We did!  We also had a great time with our two visitors - our Shlichah, Shelly Amitzur returned to play 
some games in which we accidentally learned a lot about Israel, and Claire Solomon came for her 3rd and last visit this year and ran 
a wonderful Tzedakah program.  We all made wonderful greeting cards for the sick. 
 
March will be even busier, if you can imagine it!  On the 6th, we’ll go to Big J’s Pizza to bake some fantastic Hamentashen - all 
bakers welcome!  On the 13th, we’ll have our Intergalactic Purim play and on the 18th & 19th, we’ll celebrate Lindsey’s Bat Mitzvah!   
 
In amongst all that excitement, Gan will be learning about Joseph, Shalom Bayit, the letters Resh & Shin.  Alef will study Hachnasat 
Orchim & the letters Tet, Pay, & the vowel “eh”..  Hay will focus on the Jewish Wedding - in preparation for a model wedding in April; 
and Khet will focus on Israel.  Oh yes, and our Purim Spring Break is March 20th!   

 
Calling All Bakers (or wannabes)!! 
Please meet at Big J’s Pizza at 1pm on Sunday, March 6th for our annual Hamentashen baking party!  Bring some of your favorite 
dough & fillings - we’ll shape, stuff & bake there (takes 7 minutes in the huge ovens!) and enjoy each other’s company at the same 
time.  Even if you can’t bring anything - come anyway & we’ll give you something to work with - or you can provide the 
entertainment!  Fun will be had by all! 
 

First Ever Regional ISJL Youth Retreat 

On January 21st - 23rd, several students from our CHI 
Religious School attended a lock-in in Tulsa, OK.  This was 
the first time that the Institute for Southern Jewish Life has 
participated in an event for all the congregations in one of 
their regions.  Our ISJL region includes Hot Springs, Little 
Rock, Bentonville, Tulsa, and Oklahoma City.  The weekend 
included a congregational Tu B’Shvat Seder at the Reform 
temple on Friday night, some games led by ISJL fellow Alli 
Goldman, snowball fights at a nearby park, and lots of 

socializing.  The out-of-towners were also welcomed at the 
Conservative synagogue’s religious school on Sunday 
morning.  We were even invited back for a “song shabbaton” 
next month at the temple.  This was a wonderful experience 
for all the children.  They were able to experience different 
“ways of being Jewish” while having a great time.  The 
weekend was such a success that the wheels are in motion 
to include more congregations next time.  Perhaps someday 
we could host one here in Hot Springs. 
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CHI Congregant of the Month   Our newest member, Barbara Morgan, is also one of our most dedicated and active members. Barbara and her husband, Jonathan, have been attending services for quite some time. Right after the first of the year, Barbara officially joined Congregation House of Israel.  For many years, Barbara has participated in Temple activies and has always been available to help in whatever ways were asked of her. She is a one-person telephone committee – having taken on the awesome responsibility of calling members of Sisterhood who do not have email. Our delightful, bubbly personality is evident by the warm reception she gets to her telephone reminders.  In addition, Barbara is the person responsible for inventorying and purchasing all of the supplies needed to run CHI. She does this willingly and it has been so nice to know that we don’t run out of these supplies. 

 Last year, Barbara was voted the CHI Sisterhood Woman of the Year – an honor that was greatly deserved. No matter what is asked of her, Barbara is there to willingly take on the job.  Born and raised in California, she and Jonathan moved to Hot Springs in 1987 when he retired. Hot Springs being such a small town, they bumped into an old school friend of his – Cynthia Rephan!! Talk about coincidence. Barbara and Jonathan have been married for over 30 years and both love to travel, having been on many trips throughout Europe and Asia. 
 Next time you see Barbara and Jonathan, please take a minute to get to know these wonderful new congregants. We are so fortunate to have them both. 

 
      
 

Summary of Congregation House of Israel Survey of 2010 
 

If 105 surveys were sent out (per Karen’s notes), the response rate 
was about 44 percent as 46 surveys were returned. This is an 
excellent return. This survey was done in a hurry and is not perfect  
though that is NOT Karen’s fault. The following is a summary of the 
key points in the survey. For more detail refer to the annotated 
survey and the two sets of comments. Cross tabulations would have 
been helpful in determining the characteristics of who said what.  
 
Temple Participation – The majority of those who responded have 
been with the congregation for ten or more years and live within 15 
minutes of the Temple. Most respondents live within 30 minutes. 
Twenty people (43.5 percent) said they attended Sabbath services 
once per month or more often.  Thirty-six (78.3 percent) attend at 
least quarterly. The majority of respondents said that their 
involvement has either remained the same or has increased, but 
approximately one-fourth have decreased their involvement. Only 
four said their involvement has decreased because of negative 
attitude. The majority who responded contribute fewer than $2,500 
per year.  Because we were not specific in asking the question, we 
do not know whether the amounts reflect dues, total contributions or 
either depending on the respondent. 
 
Tasks of the Temple – The majority who responded are either very 
satisfied or generally satisfied with the tasks the Temple is 
performing. Two areas a plurality feel needs more emphasis: offering 
a service that provides a meaningful experience (21) and that helps 
members deepen personal spiritual relationship with G-d (19). 
 
Organizational Characteristics – The majority either agrees or 
strongly agrees with the congregation’s overall identity and vision. 
However, 14 disagree and 8 strongly disagree with the statement 
“belonging to the Temple has made a difference in my spiritual life.” 
We are not sure what this means; it could mean any of several 
things. Please see comments. 
 
Tasks of rabbi – A very strong majority feel the following areas are 
either high priority or very high priority in the tasks of the rabbi. The 
areas are as follows:  

• first, developing and supporting religious education 
programs for children and youth;  

• second, visiting the sick, shut-in, and bereaved;  
• third, preparing and delivering inspiring sermons; and 
• fourth, planning and leading worship sensitive to the needs 

of the congregation. 
This is a ranking based on 42 or more responses.  
 
Education for Children – The majority is satisfied with our 
congregation’s education program for children.  
 
Adult Education and Small Group Programming – The majority of 
respondents state that study groups that deal with Torah and 
contemporary issues and problems is about right. There is some 
evidence that some respondents are not aware of the programs that 
the Temple offers (see comments). Twenty-four respondents said 
that the best time for programs is Sunday morning, and the worst 
time is a weekday morning (26). 
 
Twenty-one people strongly agree and nineteen agree (about 87 
percent total) that non-members and non-Jewish people should be 
welcome to attend and participate in educational classes. Only two 
strongly disagreed. 
 
Worship – Those who responded are generally or very satisfied with 
our congregation’s worship service (78 percent or more).  However, 
almost 35 percent stated that the use of Hebrew receives too much 
attention, but 50 percent are satisfied or very satisfied. Forty-Two or 
more find it important or essential for a sermon to have the following 
qualities:  

• sermon is challenging and thought provoking;  
• sermon makes me reflect on issues and events beyond my 

personal life and local community; and  
• sermon is carefully composed and skillfully delivered. 

 
The last two questions were not really answerable as written 
though a number of people tried to let us know what they thought. 
Please see the comments on those questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis and Anita Williams, with thanks to Millie Baron for her help 

 
 



 7 

 
 
 
THANK YOU  to our generous donors: 
 
Bob and Elaine Gartenberg, in memory of Bernard 
Silverman; 
Marty and Karen Sosland, in memory of Bernard Silverman; 
Staff of Santa Rosa Emergency Department, San 
Antonio, in memory of Bernard Silverman; 
Louise Levi, in memory of Stella Weisman; 
Shelly and Carol Kleinman, to the cemetery fund in memory 
of Norma Mendel; 
Louis and Betty Kleinman, in memory of Bernard 
Silverman; 
Joel and Lynda Unowsky, yartzeit donation; 
Dennis and Anita Williams, in memory of William Boswell; 
Rabbi and Carole Fox, in memory of Norma Mendel and 
Bernard Silverman; 

Debra and William Purdon, in memory of Bernard 
Silverman; 
Jerry Tanenbaum, in memory of Norma Mendel and 
Bernard Silverman; 
Frances Gabriel Forsberg, in memory of Bernard 
Silverman; 
Stuart and Kay Fleischner, in honor of the birth of Elin 
Gordon, granddaughter of Louis and Betty Kleinman  
Carol and Shelly Kleinman, to the Holocaust Education 
Fund in honor of Joanne Reagler receiving the Tikkun Olam 
Award, and  to the Religious School in honor of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Bar Mitzvah of Rabbi Fox; 
Morey and Toni Silverman, in appreciation to the ladies of 
the congregation who provided the reception after Scotty 
Silverman's funeral 

 
 

 March 2011 Yahrzeits 
Kaddish recited each Friday following the date 
 
March 4 
Sally Friedlander Boley 2/26 
     Mother of Sherrill Nicolosi  
Brigitte Schoenfeld 2/27 
Isaac Moretsky 2/27 
Pearl Gartenberg Lippert 2/27 
     Aunt of Bob Gartenber    
Sol Alexander 3/1 
Wolfe Gerber 3/1                         
Father of Elaine Gartenberg   
Sam Gartenberg 3/1 
     Uncle of Bob Gartenberg   
Irving Lester Edelstein 3/2 
William  J. Brown 3/4 
     Uncle of Bettty Forshberhg   
Peter Gartenberg 3/4 
     Grandfather of Bob Gartenberg 
 
March 11 
Evelyn Unowsky                         Adar 6 
     Mother of Joel Unowsky 
Herman Fleischner 3/5                         
Grandfather of Mark and Stuart Fleischner   
Simon London 3/6 
Henrietta Moscowitz 3/6 
Leonard Abraham Sockel  3/6 
Bessie Leiber 3/7 
Himes Schwartz 3/9 
Leo Heimann 3/10 
Murray H. Forshberg 3/11 
     Father-in-law of Betty Forshberg   
Jules B. Newman 3/11                      
     Grandfather of Brad Wolken 

 
March 19 
Edith Lease Nathan 3/14 
Jack Lasky 3/15 
Sidney Brockman 3/15
   
Jesse Albert Lippert 3/17 
     Uncle of Bob Gartenberg   
Harold Turberg 3/17 
Herman I. Marcus 3/18                 
Father of Imy Marcus   
Marvin Blumenthal 3/1 
Fay Brown 3/19 
Audrey Fierst Leiber 3/19 
Julia C. Wigderson 3/19 
     Mother of Sue Koppel   
Bernice W. Sherman  3/19 
     Sister of Louis Levi 
 
March 25 
Nathan Klatskin 3/22 
Mildred Fuld 3/25 
   
  
April 1 
Sandra Rans                         3/31/ Nissan 7  
     Sister of Harriette Korngut       
Betty Kaplan Uzick 3/31 
     Mother of Regina Faulkner   
 
Please consider making a contribution to the 
Temple in memory of your loved one.
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Condolences 
Pinhas Grenman, father of Oded 
Grenman, passed away in Israel on 
February 5, 2011/ 1Adar 1, 
Shabbat Terumah.   
 
May his name be written in the 
Book of Eternal Life 
 

MAZEL TOV!  
 

To Betty and Louis Kleinman, on the arrival of their new 
granddaughter, Elin Hannah Gordon on February 10th.  

The proud parents are Rachel and Adam Gordon of 
Louisville, Colorado 

 

 

  
 

March  Birthdays  
John Gillham   3/4 
Irv Greenberg   3/6  
Michael Waxler   3/11 
Janet Gillham   3/11 
Isaac Cabibi-Wilkin  3/12 
Dan Wolken   3/13 
Melissa Klompus Casteel 3/16 
Oded Grenman   3/18 
Zach Chalmers   3/22 

Ezra Cabibi-Wilkin  3/24 
Brian Trubitt   3/28 
Lynda Unowsky  3/30 
 

Happy Birthday !! 
 

 
 
Wedding Anniversaries   

 
 Karen & Dan Weinberg  3/11  

     Happy Anniversary! 
 
New this month  -  Bimah Honors 
Each week at services we will have a board member and a  
Congregant sitting at the bimah with Rabbi.   
This month’s honors are as follows: 
 
March 4th  -  Millie Baron, Irv Greenberg 
March 11th  -  Betty Forshberg, Cynthia Rephan 
March 18th  -  Jerry Tanenbaum, John Gillham 
March 25th  -  David D. Reagler, Ross Sedler  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keys, Please. 
 
The synagogue has many door keys out there, making us 
somewhat vulnerable if those keys are lost or fall into the wrong 
hands.  If you currently have possession of a Temple key and no 
longer need it, kindly return it to the office.   For questions or 
comments, please call Karen at 623-5821. 




